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life, and the devotion of Montaigne's widow to
his memory.

Mme. de Montaigne lost her husband when
she was forty-eight years of age. She lived to be
eighty-three. In all that concerned the fame of
her husband she was deeply interested; and, de-
vout as she was, she was resolute in asserting her
rights to do his memory all due honour, when
the religious men of the Church of the Feuillants
found it convenient to neglect their engagements
respecting his place of burial. To her excellent
judgment and loyal regard for her husband's
wishes we owe the first text of the Essays.
During his declining days Montaigne had kept
before him a copy of the edition of 1588 and had
covered the margins with innumerable additions
and alterations; he had revised the spelling of
words, and in a considerable degree altered his
system of punctuation, partly with a view to
breaking up sentences that straggled to excessive
length; he had written directions to guide the
printer. The copy of the book which he had
thus prepared is doubtless that which at present
is a chief treasure of the public library of the city
of Bordeaux. The posthumous edition, seen
through the press at Paris, by Mile, de Gournay,
and published in folio by Abel L'Angelier in the
year 1595, differs in many details from the manu-
script text on the margins of the Bordeaux copy,
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